
Finding a park for your trailer at many ramps 

around the country can be a nightmare at this 

time of the year. Grant Dixon finds a solution 

to this, along with several more of boating’s 

little challenges, with the Stryda amphibious 

catamaran…

T
o put a boat like the Stryda 6.0 amphibious boat through 
its paces under ‘normal’ circumstances would hardly do 
its selling points justice.

I therefore arranged with two of Stryda Marine’s 
partners, Warren Farr and Gordon Lee, for them to bring 

their craft north to Waipu Cove so we could use it for what it was 
designed for – easy beach launching.

The boys trailered the Stryda to Camp Waipu Cove where, even 
early in the morning, it attracted the attention of the residents as it 
was driven off the trailer.

Settling it down onto its keel made loading the dive gear, tackle 
boxes and ice bins an easy job, before raising it up on its wheels 
again and heading out the camp entrance, a few hundred metres 
along to the boat ramp, and then down to the beach.

The Stryda successfully negotiated the soft sand (the drive 
system is all-wheel with limited-slip differentials, transferring the 
torque into the wheels to attain the best traction), then headed out 
through the half-metre surf.

Once there was enough depth, the Honda 250hp V-TEC four-
stroke outboard was lowered and started, the wheels then 
retracted, and we were on our way. (So, no mucking around 
backing the boat stern-first into the surf, then having to turn it 
around and hold it while the driver parks the tow vehicle and 
trailer, then walks back down the beach.) Heading out past the 
surfies, we were all dry; the launching process could not have been 
simpler. (When coming back in through the short, sharp surf break 
later that day, the reverse applied: the wheels were deployed, and 
when they touched bottom, the outboard was raised. We then 
‘drove’ out of the water, across the sand, and back to the camp. 

STRYDA 6.0
– meals on wheels
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Above: The Stryda comes out of the Waipu surf and heads for 

dry land and the camp – no trailer required.

Right: The Orion Marine drives are designed to internally house 

the hydraulic hoses and cylinders. Far right: The forward drive 

system articulates to comfortably negotiate uneven ground.

‘Our aim is for an 
owner to just hit the 

button and go’

Again, there was no need to hold the boat at the water’s edge 
and wait for the trailer to arrive. It couldn’t have been easier and 
certainly kept the beach goers and the cafe patrons amused and 
entertained!)

We headed out to the 35-metre mark, where fishing over the 
sand had produced consistent results in previous weeks, and we 
were not disappointed. 

Gordon was introduced to the art of soft-baiting, and promptly 
put his tutors to shame, hooking a powerful snapper soon after. He 
fought the fish well and managed to keep the 6kg specimen out of 
the jaws (just!) of a small mako shark. 

We caught some more nice fish that morning, but Gordon’s 
remained the best, and we couldn’t wipe the grin off his face for 
the rest of the day!

The fishing session and a dive later on demonstrated the worth 
of the catamaran configuration, with a decent work platform on 
offer. Despite the ‘engine housing’ for the Briggs and Stratton 
motor that drives the hydraulic systems, which in turn drives the 
wheel assemblies, there was plenty of room to move around and 
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From left: The helm station sees the amphibious 

controls on the right and the boat’s switches on 

the left of the Garmin sounder/plotter.

A 37hp Briggs and Stratton petrol motor provides 

the power to run the hydraulics.

Great vision is provided via the Stryda’s 

180-degree windscreens.

get geared up. The gunwales are low, but a decent toe kick enables 
your lower legs to be worked in against the side for decent and 
safe purchase. Being a catamaran, the hull is very stable; with the 
three of us on one side, there was minimal change of angle.

The cockpit is self-draining, and Ultralon decking offers a 
comfortable, good grip underfoot and some relief from the heat of 
the sun.

A relatively short and shallow cuddy provides plenty of stowage, 
both on the squabs and under them. It is also a good place for the 
kids to get out of the sun or have a quick nap between bites. At 

The package…
Cost is $3,750 per angler ($2,400 non-anglers) with 
the package including:

• International economy-class return flights Air NZ
ex Auckland

• Domestic return flights Nuku’alofa-Vava’u
• Airport transfers in Tonga
• Seven nights’ share-twin accommodation in Tonga
• Welcome briefing barbecue
• Seven breakfasts
• Four lunches on fishing days (anglers only)
• Three evening meals at Tongan Beach Resort
• Presentation dinner
• Four days’ fishing, quarter share
• Tournament entry fee
• All fishing gear supplied
• Tournament polo shirt.

Travel insurance, meals where not specified, drinks 
and deckhand tips not included.

For more information or to book your place, contact 
Naomi Kininmont 0274 412 146 or email 
zeddon11@gmail.com.

Even if the big ones prove elusive, there 

is normally plenty of colourful mahimahi 

around and they can prove spectacular 

fighters.
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Protect and improve new decks or revive old deck surfaces 

with Ultralon�s anti-slip, durable marine decking, 

measured, templated and �tted to your boat

■ Hard wearing, easy to maintain 
alternative for traction in wet areas.

■ Speci�cally for marine applications

■ Reduces noise and absorbs shock

■ Durable, UV resistant, 
non-absorbing

■ Easy to clean, stain resistant

■ DIY installation is easy

www.ultralonfoam.com

For more information: New Zealand +64 3 389 4325  sales@ultralon.co.nz
 Australia +61 2 4340 0433  info@ultralon.com.au

Create custom decking options for your boat 

AVAILABLE IN SHEET FORM OR CUSTOMISED

VARIOUS COLOUR OPTIONS AND COMBINATIONS AVAILABLE
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a pinch, two adults could sleep across the hull, but the Stryda is 
designed specifically as a day boat rather than for overnighting. 

Further dry storage is provided in lockers and in spaces under 
the gunwales (one of which houses the battery bank), along with 
the transom wall lockers (one could easily be converted into a large 
live-bait tank). Even the fire extinguisher has its own dry locker, 
which is easily accessed in an emergency.

The hardtop provides excellent shelter, and at 5’9” in height at 
its lowest point, is tall enough for most crew. A big feature is the 
uninterrupted view port and starboard, with just a centre support 
preventing a complete 180-degree vista. There are plenty of 
handholds for the crew, with even more planned for the next boat.

There are two shock-mitigating Shark seats for the helmsman 
and navigator. These are a brilliant Kiwi concept and very 
comfortable. We didn’t get to test them out in any rough water, 
other than going through the surf break, but they take all the sting 
out of choppy water and are great for those of us with dodgy backs!

The rocket launcher can accommodate seven rods, and there are 
four rod holders in the gunwales. Lumitec lighting can be found 
throughout the boat, including two forward-facing floodlights, 
cockpit flood lighting and under the gunwales. An Aussie-built Lone 
Star drum winch takes care of the anchoring duties from the helm.

A Garmin GPS MAP 7410 XSV sounder-plotter dominates the 
dashboard, which has been divided into two ‘sides’, one housing 
the marine controls and switches, the other the amphibious-drive 
joystick and indicator panels. The Garmin also interfaces with the 
Fusion stereo and Honda engine.

Better still, the boat has a huge range, thanks to the economy 
of the Honda four-stroke outboard and having 100 litres of fuel per 
side capacity (200l) in the conventional model. Capacity can be 
extended to a 320-litre total if required.

Warren says the Honda provides plenty of horsepower to get 
the boat up onto the plane quickly and hold it there, with minimal 
throttle required. 

The amphibious drive system is operated via a joystick control 
that determines both direction and speed. When the drive is fired 
up, the brakes are always on as a safety measure. The system is 
fully self-diagnostic, with an indicator panel showing any fault and 
its location. 

Not that Stryda Marine anticipates any problems. The drive 
system is built to be ‘bulletproof’. Everything is slightly over-
engineered to meet the boat’s specifications and any load an 

•  World’s most inexpensive 
dynamic Trim Control 
System

•   Utilises fast acting 
Interceptors

• Fully Automatic pitch and 
roll or Manual control

•  Colour 3D display
• 5 times faster Actuation
•  Plug and Play Installation

• Auto retract
• Stainless or alloy 

tabs
• Lifetime warranty 

on actuators
• Made in USA

Trusted suppliers to manufacturers of  Tristram, 
Extreme, Buccaneer, Surtees, White Pointer, Haines 

Hunter and  McLay boats (and many more!)

NZ’s No.1 Trim Tab System

RETAIL SHOWROOM:
383 New North Rd, Kingsland
Tel: 09 845 5347
Email: sales@advancetrident.com
www.advancetrident.com
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•  World’s most inexpensive dynamic Trim Control System
•  Utilises fast acting Interceptors
•  Fully Automatic pitch and roll or Manual control
• Colour 3D display
•  5 times faster Actuation
•  Plug and Play Installation

• Electro-mechanical Trim Tab Systems
• Stainless or alloy tabs

• Auto Retract and wireless options
• Lifetime warranty on Lectrotab Actuators

NZ’s No.1 Trim Tab System

RETAIL SHOWROOM:
383 New North Rd, Kingsland
Tel: 09 845 5347
Email: sales@advancetrident.com
www.advancetrident.com

PRO SERIES
speed controlled thrusters
Providing even more accurate control 
by fully regulating the power of the 
thruster as well as providing even longer 
run times, this is the latest in DC electric 
thrusters. The noise reduction and 
automatic “Hold” function are further 
benefits provided by the PRO series.

WORLD’S MOST POPULAR THRUSTER
THE WORLD’S MOST 
COMPLETE range of 
DC thrusters  
To enable the most safe 
and easy installation as 
well as the best possible 
performance for a variety 
of boats and usages, Side- 
 Power DC thrusters are
  offered in 120 versions to
     satisfy all requirements.

WWW.SIDE-POWER.COM
MANUFACTURED BY
SLEIPNER MOTOR AS

WITH INTELLIAN         WITHOUT INTELLIAN

• TV on board, anywhere, anytime

• Free View or Sky TV

• Quality Products at
an affordable price

• 33cm Antennas to
85cm Commercial Antennas

Intellian SATELLITE TV 
ANTENNAS

FULL LIVE SHOWROOM
OVER 25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Confidence by Control

SIDE-POWER
Thrusters • Stabilizers • Steering Systems

See us first for…

• Professional installation
• Competitive pricing
• Service back up and support

25 years’ experience and knowledge 
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owner may add.
Everything is neat and tidy. There are no exposed hoses; these 

are incorporated in the legs developed by Orion Marine, along 
with the hydraulic cylinders. The bow drive system has been 
manufactured to provide not only steerage, but articulated to take 
on undulating ground. 

“Our aim is for an owner to just hit the button and go,” Warren 
says. “Each unit can be customised to meet individual owners’ 
needs.”

The Stryda 6.0 is available with or without the amphibious drive. 
Designed ‘modular-style’, the boys are now working on a centre-
console version – next off Gordon’s drawing board.

Getting the boat’s ride right for the amphibious model has been 
a challenge for the boys, as well as their naval architects, Stimpson 
Yacht Design. With significant appendages incorporated forward 
and aft, it has not been easy. A foil has been added between the 
hulls, and they are still working on getting the perfect angle.

Having just one centrally-located engine also created torque 
issues. These have been well mitigated by the addition of ZipWake 
auto trim tabs, which control both hull pitch and roll. The port tab 
runs at about 30 percent under normal conditions, giving a level 
aspect to the hull. I have seen these tabs on several boats now, 
and have been impressed by their performance.

I enjoyed the time spent aboard the Stryda, and would have 
loved to have run the standard model of this hull in less calm 
waters – I have every confidence it will be a winner. 

The boys wanted to build a boat that broke new ground, 
deviated from the standard monohull, and provided a point of 
difference – they have certainly achieved this. 

Above: Stryda Marine’s 

Warren Farr and Gordon Lee 

with some of the catch from 

the Stryda boat-test day in 

Bream Bay.

Left: The Shark seats help 

take all the shock out of the 

ride. The base also provides 

more dry storage.

www.hondamarine.co.nz

“The four stroke pedigree of Honda Outboards is 
class leading. Reliability, economy and performance 

of the BF250 guarantees more beach within reach 
and with Stryda Marine crafts engineered to last, 

there was only one choice for Outboards…Honda” 

The Team at Stryda
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MORE 
BEACH 
WITHIN 
REACH

Introducing the Stryda 600c Amphibious Cat. 
The New Stryda 600C enables you to Launch and retrieve your craft with the touch of a button. Discover new 
places and keep your feet dry. The 4WD Amphibious Retractable System (ARS-4) has been integrated into 
the craft, providing unobtrusive hassle-free boating, allowing you to drive straight from beach to sea. The 6m 
Cat Hull provides a safe, stable, soft riding platform and uses the latest technology to achieve a class leading 
craft that will last in the harsh marine environment. Reaching 60km/hr on the sea this craft has all you need 
for a family friendly experience. Stryda Marine is a passionate New Zealand based marine craft builder with 
emphasis on smart engineering, ensuring quality with every craft.

Escape Ordinary... Stryda Marine

WWW.STRYDAMARINE.COM

ON LAND
ON SEA 
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